Birthplace Bound

SU154 Trip to Savannah in 2012
When are we going?

Saturday, July 14 - Friday, July 20, 2012

Who can go?

All trip participants must be female.
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*Troops-if you go as a troop, you are required to bring the minimum number of adults required by Safety-Wise Ratio & at least one of these adults must be a GS leader or assistant leader. You also have the option of bringing one additional adult. All adults & girls must be registered Girl Scouts from time of trip registration through the end of the trip. Girls must have completed the 3rd grade AND Bridged to Juniors at the time of the trip. If you register as a “troop”, you will follow troop paperwork procedures & will be treated “as a troop”, meaning that your troop will be grouped together for all activities.

*Mom/Daughter Combos-girls whose troops won't participate in the trip may participate as “individual girls”, but must be accompanied by a female adult relative. The girl & the relative must both be registered GS from time of trip registration through the end of the trip. The girl must have completed the 3rd grade AND Bridged to Juniors at the time of the trip.

*Please Note: If a girl wants to participate in the trip and her troop is registering to participate “as a troop”, (leader or asst leader & proper Safety Wise attending), the girl must participate in that way....she cannot take the mom/daughter combo option instead. This trip is aimed at girls and the number of adults must be limited.

What is the cost?

$724 per person or $708 per person if we can fill two buses! A fuel surcharge may be added by bus company if gas prices surge.  If so, it will be added to the amount due. (More details below).
Two optional beach activities will be offered at additional fees. You may only partake of one.

· Sea Kayaking—about $55 per person (includes Coastal Georgia patch) (Age 10 & above only)

· Marine Science Center—about $15 per person (includes Coastal Georgia patch)

· Third Option is to just hang out while at the beach...no extra fee

Each trip participant must pick one of these three options. (More details below.)
An optional Dolphin Tour will also be offered on Thursday morning.  The cost of this is $17 for adults and $13 for girls (patch included)

WHY SHOULD I GO ON THIS TRIP?

• To DISCOVER about how Girl Scouting got its start in the USA

• To DISCOVER about the planning involved for an extended trip

• To CONNECT with the camaraderie of traveling with many other Girl Scouts and making new friends
• To TAKE ACTION about long-term goals and CONNECT by feeling a sense of accomplishment

• To Have Fun!!

How will we get there? How many people can go?
Traveling by charter bus, Lone Star Coaches, Inc.  (DOT#188598, Satisfactory Rating) with wi-fi, air-conditioner, bathroom, and reclining seats. We need a minimum of 56 (one bus holds 56), but up to 112 may go!  However, it's not feasible for us to book a second bus unless we can fill it.  So, the first 56 people to register will be guaranteed a spot; all registrations that come in after that point will go onto a waiting list until we can confirm that we will have enough participants to fill the 2nd bus.

Why is the trip so far into the future?

It takes time to prepare for a trip like this! Money must be raised or saved, plans must be confirmed, & excitement must build! Also, the Birthplace is so popular with Girl Scout groups that reservations must be made over a year in advance! 
What if I register & then change my mind, move away, or decide not to be a Girl Scout anymore?

You may receive a refund up until 3/1/12 on all money paid in, with the exception of your initial $100 non-refundable deposit.
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How can my parents, leaders, & I get more information & details?

There will be an information session in April 2011.
TENTATIVE ITINERARY

The days and times that activities will take place is what is tentative about this itinerary. These are extremely likely to be exactly what the activities are! All trip participants will be required to participate in all activities. Participants cannot pick and choose activities. Nor may they plan their own activities.

July 14, Saturday

Depart Plano at 10 a.m. (Bring sack lunch and bottle of water for lunch on bus!) Stop for dinner on the road. Stop and spend the night about halfway to Savannah, in Meridian, Mississippi. (Approx. 9 hours on the bus)

July 15, Sunday

Leave for Savannah early! We'll either have breakfast at the hotel or on the road. We will stop for lunch on the way too. (Approx. 9 hours on bus) After checking into our hotel (Hampton Inn and Suite, Historic District), we will enjoy a good dinner. 
July 16, Monday

This is the day that we will visit the Birthplace of Juliette Gordon Low! After breakfast at the hotel, we will head for the Birthplace where we will break into groups which will then participate in an orientation, a house tour, shopping time, a Girl Scout's Own ceremony, and a special interest session. Don't worry... there will be a lunch and ice cream break at some point! That evening, there will be the option of the “Senior Supper” at the Birthplace for Senior & Ambassador Girl Scouts only. If you are not a Sr/Amb or are a Sr/Amb who does not want to participate in that, you will be going out for a fun dinner at Casbah. After dinner, we will all meet up again and take a ghost tour of Savannah.

July 17, Tuesday

This is our Tybee Island beach day! There will be three different options:

· Option l-do a three hour guided sea kayaking tour and earn the “Coastal Georgia” patch-there is an additional fee for this and the patch is included. Girls must be at least 10 years old. The fee is the same for girls & adults.

· Option 2-spend a couple of hours at the Tybee Island Marine Science Center and earn the “Coastal Georgia” patch-there is an additional fee for this and the patch is included. Have fun learning as you sand sift, seine, take a beach ecology walk, & explore the science center.

· Option 3-just hang out at the beach-no additional fee, no patch!

You must choose just one option. Girls participating within troops may choose different options as long as the troop sends at least one adult with each group of girls. In the case of mom/daughter combos, the mom & daughter must choose the same option. Please be aware that there is a possibility that if you choose Option 1 or 2, you will need to head to the beach very early that morning ahead of the people who choose Option 3. Regardless of which option you choose, lunch will be provided at the beach.

After the beach, we will head back to the hotel for showers. If it is determined that we have more Sr/Amb GS who want to do the Senior Supper than the Birthplace can accommodate on Monday evening, it will be an option again on this evening. (Please be aware that if you register for the Senior Supper option, you will be assigned a night...you will not choose.) Anyone not attending the Senior Supper will go out for a fun dinner at the Pirate’s House restaurant. 

July 18, Wednesday

This is our “Historical Savannah” day.  We will break into groups and during the day we will visit the Andrew Low home, Girl Scouts First Meeting Place (where we will have a fun program), the Cathedral of St. John and Juliette Low’s gravesite.  We will also take a trolley tour through the historic areas.  The day will end with shopping and dinner at Paula Deen’s restaurant, Lady and Sons.
July 19, Thursday

After breakfast and check-out at the hotel, we will head for River Street. Those who took the Dolphin Tour option will take this cruise and have free shopping/exploring time within specific boundaries on River Street. Those not cruising will just have free shopping/exploring time. All participants will be given cash for lunch and can eat where they choose within the boundaries. Mid-afternoon, we'll head back to the hotel to pick up our luggage, load the buses, and head home. We will be traveling through the night all the way back to Plano. (We will stop for dinner and a driver change at some point. We'll also stop for breakfast.)

July 20, Friday

We should be back in Plano at approximately 11 am 
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PAYMENT SCHEDULE

• March 28, 2011 - Registration Deadline. The registration form must be accompanied by a $100 non-refundable deposit, per person.

• July 31, 2011 - 1/3 of your remaining balance is due. If this is not paid, you will be removed from the trip roster and will receive a refund on any money already paid in, minus the original $100 nonrefundable

deposit.

• November 30, 2011 - 1/2 of your remaining balance is due. If this is not paid, you will be removed from the trip roster and will receive a refund on any money already paid in, minus the original $100 non-refundable deposit.

• March 1, 2012 - Final Payment Deadline, you must have all funds in. If this is not paid, you will be removed from the trip roster and will receive a refund on any money already paid in, minus the original $100 non-refundable deposit.

• THE FINAL REFUND DEADLINE is March 1, 2012. Absolutely no refunds will be given for any reason after this date!
 EXAMPLE:


$724
basic fee


    15
Marine Science Center option


    13
Dolphin Tour option


$752
Total for trip


3-28-11 due
$100


7-31-11 due
$217.34


11-30-11 due
$217.33


12-1-12 due
$217.33
WHAT WORK HAS TO BE DONE BEFORE WE GO?

For Everyone:

• Planning & Preparing Service Projects for the Birthplace, Making Swaps, Raising/Saving Money

• Each and every girl must furnish the SU with a completed Health Examination form, which is proof of the girl having had a physical. The girl must have had the physical no more than 2 years before the trip.
• Service Projects: Quality handcrafts made by Girl Scouts are donated to the Birthplace to be sold in their Museum Store.  The crafts provide visitors with fun inexpensive stuff to buy, and provide the Birthplace with an additional source of income (maximum of 12 items per troop).
For Troop Participation:

• Each troop must submit an Activity Approval form to SU 154.

• Each troop must leave a copy of the Trip Itinerary and Emergency Contact information with each parent! 
• Each troop must have its own Emergency Contact Person.

• Each troop must fill out a Trip Participant Roster and submit it to SU 154.

• All of this paperwork will be turned in to the manager of Service Unit 154; she will then forward as appropriate to council. Leaders will be provided instructions and given frequent reminders as deadlines approach.

For Individual Participation:

• Each individual girl must have an Emergency Contact Person and must provide that information to SU 154.

GIRLS MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY ADULTS AT ALL TIMES!!!  This cannot be stressed enough!  The age of the girls is not a factor……ALL girls must be accompanied by adults at all times throughout the trip!

HOW DOES AN EXTENDED TRIP WORK? ARE THERE THINGS I NEED TO KNOW THAT MIGHT INFLUENCE MY DECISION ABOUT WHETHER OR NOT TO REGISTER? 
Participating in an extended trip with SU 154 is a great experience, but you need to be aware of these policies before you register:

• The trip is planned by our extended trip committee completely ....you do not have input into plans.

• All trip participants are required to participate in all activities. Participants cannot pick & choose just certain activities; nor may they plan/substitute their own activities. Participants may not choose to “opt out” of a particular activity so that they can catch some extra sleep at the hotel or because the activity doesn't particularly interest them. If any “on your own” time is allotted, you will be given very specific boundaries and a specific timeframe and will be fully expected to abide by this.

• We do LOTS of walking! Be prepared for this!

• Troop leaders are expected to manage their troops, meaning that they make sure girls show up on time for things, that girls follow all trip rules, and that they discipline girls when necessary.
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• Girls are allowed to bring cell phones under the condition that they only be used in the bus or the hotel rooms. Phones seen at any other time, whether in use or not, will be confiscated by our committee members and won't be returned until the end of the trip.

• Swimming! Due to the rules that GSUSA has regarding swimming, this will only be done at designated times at the hotels and on our beach day and in the area specified under lifeguard supervision. This goes for everyone, whether attending in troops or as mom/daughters.

• Smoking is never allowed in the presence of girls. Neither is the consumption of alcohol.
WHAT DOES MY $724 PAY FOR?

• Bus fees to Savannah, around Savannah, and from Savannah, including gasoline, gratuities, motor coach permits, parking, and WIFI on bus
• All Meals from July 14 dinner to July 20 breakfast

• Snacks & Drinks on bus and at beach
• Lodging in Mississippi

• Lodging in Savannah
• Ghost Tour and patch

• Birthplace tour and program
• Birthplace pins & patches (1 pin & 1 patch per person)

• Birthplace photo (1 per person)

• Historic Trolley tour and badge
• Andrew Low House tour and patch
• First Meeting Place tour and program with program patch
• First Meeting Place patch
• Lifeguard
• Juliette Low Gravesite visit fee and restoration project patch
• Savannah Trip Shirt

• Savannah Trip Patch

• Miscellaneous supplies

• Administrative fees

• Girl Scout Extended Trip Insurance

• Badge folder materials

• Taxes
WHAT WILL I NEED TO HAVE “EXTRA” MONEY FOR?

• Phone Calls

• Laundry

• IP's or Badges earned on the trip and not provided above
• Extra Patches, Pins, Souvenirs at the Birthplace

• Extra Snacks & Drinks away from hotel or bus

• “Extras” at hotel

• Souvenirs, Shopping
YOUR SAVANNAH COMMITTEE
Feel free to contact us with questions. 
Debbie Holman, Chair


dtholman@verizon.net
Lisa Greif



lisagreif@sbcglobal.net
Ilene Isenberg



xxxiggyooo@aol.com
Patsy Marshall



opanoma@verizon.net
Gigi Scarbrough


gigiscarbrough@verizon.net
Julia Skiles



julia.skiles@verizon.net
Jena Stone



jenarn@sbcglobal.net
SAVANNAH Birthplace Bound TROOP Registration Form
_____  Yes, I am a leader and want to register my troop for the trip.  I understand that we are required to bring at least the minimum number of Safety Wise Ratio adults required and that one of these must be a  Girl Scout Leader or Assistant Leader.  I’m also aware that we have the option of bringing just one additional adult.  

Number of Girls at $724____ (Girls must have completed 3rd grade and have Bridged to Juniors at time of trip!)   

Number of Adults at $724____ (Adults must be female & registered Girl Scouts!)

How many people will participate in Senior Supper? (Senior/Ambassador at time of trip) ____girls ____adults
How many people will participate in Sea Kayaking at $55 each? ________

How many people will participate in Marine Science Center at $15 each? ________

How many people will hang out at the beach only instead of above options?  ________

How many people will participate in the Dolphin Cruise at $17 for adults ______ and $13 for girls ______?

A $100 non-refundable deposit per person is due with this Registration Form.  
Make checks payable to Service Unit 154.  These can be individual checks or one troop check.

Leader Name______________________________________________Phone_______________

Leader E-Mail___________________________________________ Troop #__________  SU #_____ 

Leader Address_______________________________________________________

Please list names of all trip participants and specify whether girl or adult.

Name ___________________________________________________________ Adult or Girl ______

Name ___________________________________________________________ Adult or Girl ______

Name ___________________________________________________________ Adult or Girl ______

Name ___________________________________________________________ Adult or Girl ______

Name ___________________________________________________________ Adult or Girl ______

Name ___________________________________________________________ Adult or Girl ______

Name ___________________________________________________________ Adult or Girl ______

Name ___________________________________________________________ Adult or Girl ______

Name ___________________________________________________________ Adult or Girl ______

Name ___________________________________________________________ Adult or Girl ______

Name ___________________________________________________________ Adult or Girl ______

Name ___________________________________________________________ Adult or Girl ______

I, the leader of Troop #_______, understand that these deposits are non-refundable.  I also understand that the absolute final refund deadline for any other money paid in toward this trip is March 1, 2012 and that there will be absolutely no exceptions.   In addition, I understand that if fuel rates surge, there may be a fuel surcharge added to the amount due for each participant.
In addition, I understand that this registration is first come, first served (registration deadline March 28, 2011) and that after the initial 56 participants, we will be placed on a waiting list until it’s feasible to book a second bus.  If a second bus is booked, the fees will be reduced as indicated in information packet.
Signature___________________________________ Date_________________

RETURN THIS FORM & PAYMENT TO: Debbie Holman, 914 18th Street, Plano, TX 75074.  
It must be received by March 28, 2011.  Questions?  Contact Debbie at dtholman@verizon.net.
SAVANNAH Birthplace Bound INDIVIDUAL Registration Form
_____ Yes, we are an individual girl and female adult relative and want to register for the trip!  (If siblings are going, only one female adult relative is required/allowed.)  

Number of Girls at $724____ (Girls must have completed 3rd grade and have Bridged to Juniors at time of trip!)   

Number of Adults at $724____ (Adults must be female & registered Girl Scouts!)
How many people will participate in Senior Supper? (Senior/Ambassador at time of trip) ____girls ____adults
Remember, moms/daughters must select the same beach option and participate in it together.  

Which one option will you do?  Sea Kayaking at $55 each?                  

Yes     No

                                                Marine Science Center at $15 each            
Yes     No

                                                Hang Out at Beach (no fee)                        
Yes     No
How many people will participate in the Dolphin Cruise at $17 for adults ______ and $13 for girls ______?
A $100 non-refundable deposit per person is due with this Registration Form.  Make checks payable to SU 154.

Girl Name____________________________________________________

Girl Name____________________________________________________

Girl Name____________________________________________________

Adult Name___________________________________________________

Adult Phone_____________________ Adult E-Mail________________________________________
Adult Address_____________________________________________________________________
Troop #, if any ____________   SU #________

I, the adult handling this registration, understand that these deposits are non-refundable.  I also understand that the absolute final refund deadline for any other money paid in toward this trip is March 1, 2012 and that there will be absolutely no exceptions.  In addition, I understand that if fuel rates surge, there may be a fuel surcharge added to the amount due for each participant.

In addition, I understand that this registration is first come, first served (registration deadline March 28, 2011) and that after the initial 56 participants, we will be placed on a waiting list until it’s feasible to book a second bus.  If a second bus is booked, the fees will be reduced as indicated in information packet.
Signature________________________________ Date__________

RETURN THIS FORM & PAYMENT TO: Debbie Holman, 914 18th Street, Plano, TX 75074.  

It must be received by March 28, 2011.  Questions?  Contact Debbie at dtholman@verizon.net.
Each person may choose only one beach option!








